
 Committee on Aging Minutes unapproved minutes subject
Date:  January28, 2016                                 to approval at next Meeting 
Location: County Board Room, Courthouse, Neillsville, WI 54456

Call to Order: The Committee on Aging meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m. 
January 28, 2016, by Chairperson Arlene Kodl.  Members present Arlene Kodl, 
Gordon Haselow, Frieda Rollins, and Chuck Rueth. There is one vacancy on the 
Aging Committee. Also present Doris Bakker, Russell Ratsch, and Mary Sladich.

Agenda: There was a motion by Frieda Rollins, second by Gordon Haselow to 
approve the agenda as posted. Motion carried. 

Minutes: Motion by Chuck Rueth, second by Gordon Haselow to approve the 
December 3rd minutes. Motion carried.

Old Business:
 226 Holiday Emergency Food boxes were delivered to the Home delivered 

meal recipients. Each box had the equivalent of 24 meals. In addition, 
another 30 food boxes were distributed in December out of the Aging 
Department Food Pantry.

Wayne Hendrickson joined the meeting

Neillsville Senior Center: Russell Ratsch, Ratsch Engineering presented a report on 
the Neillsville Senior Center. Concerns were raised in the community about the 
Neillsville Senior Center. Over 30 people attended a community meeting initiated by
the Neillsville Kiwanis Club and facilitated by Russell Ratsch, Engineer. A 
discussion was held on the buildings issues and folks were given the opportunity to 
tour the facility. Russell stated the most apparent need of the building is the 
condition of the paint on the wood siding. Further evaluation, however, indicated 
that an even more pressing need is the remediation of mold in the basement and in 
controlling the groundwater that migrates into the basement. The building which is 
over 100 years old is generally structurally sound. Russell prepared a list of budget 
items that would involve bringing the building back into good repair. There was a 
motion by Chuck Rueth, seconded by Gordon Haselow to move ahead with the 
senior center upgrade as a two year project starting with the priority areas 
identified by Russell and to seek funding sources. Roll call vote: Arlene-yes, Frieda-
yes, Chuck-yes, and Gordon-yes. Motion carried.  Wayne and Doris also expressed 
their support. Mary will request Listeman funding and other sources.   

Financial and Program Reports:
The November and the 1st set of December reports were presented and discussed. 
This included budget balance report, ADRC financial report, and Neillsville Senior 
Center, Owen Senior Center reports, disbursements, transportation (gas usage and 
repairs), and the meal income report were presented and discussed. There was a 



motion by Chuck Rueth second by Frieda Rollins to receive and file the reports.  
Motion carried.

Mary presented the Personnel and wage rate change report. There was a motion by 
Gordon Haselow, second by Frieda Rollins to receive and file the report. Motion 
carried.

Dementia Friendly Community: The Thorp Nutrition Center would like to be a 
dementia friendly Senior dining Site. Janet Evans, Dementia Friendly Specialist will
do the staff training. 

ADRC Regionalization discussion: an update on the ADRC and the Task Force and 
possible restructuring was presented and discussed.

Focus Group: Mary gave an update on the rural caregiver Medication Management
Grant with the UW Madison School of Pharmacy.

Next meeting: The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, March 3rd, at 9:30 
a.m. in Room 305-Courthouse, Neillsville.

There was a motion by Gordon Haselow, second by Frieda Rollins to adjourn. 
Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 12:32 p.m.

Minutes recorded: ______________________ Chuck Rueth, Secretary

Minutes approved:    ______________________ Arlene Kodl, Chairperson


