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CLARK COUNTY PLANNING, ZONING & LAND INFORMATION
COMMITTEE MEETING

The Planning, Zoning & Land Information committee meeting was held on Tuesday, February 
23rd, 2016 in the Clark County Courthouse, Auditorium, Neillsville, WI.

Chairman Joe Waichulis called meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Committee members present: Rick Opelt, Tom Wilcox, Byrl Dahl, Mark Cattanach, and Joe 
Waichulis.

Others in attendance for all or part of the meeting: Brian Duell-Zoning Administrator, Theresa 
Hediger-Administrative Assistant, Carrie Morrell-GIS Coordinator, and Wade Pettit-County 
Surveyor.

Motion by Tom Wilcox, second by Byrl Dahl to approve minutes of Tuesday, January 19, 2016 
meeting as presented. Voice vote taken, all aye, motion carried.

Department Financial Reports:  Administrator presented the committee with the 2015 year-
end financial revenue and expenditure reports.  Administrator went briefly over the January 
2016 revenue and expenditure reports.  A motion by Rick Opelt, second by Tom Wilcox to 
approve the 2015 year-end financial report and 2016 January financial report as presented. 
Voice vote taken, all aye, motion carried.

Land Information Strategic Initiative; Project Overview: Administrator gave an overview of 
Act 20 and the statewide parcel mapping project; the state created the Strategic Initiative Grant 
program to work with counties to complete the requirements of Act 20.  Administrator and Carrie
showed a powerpoint presentation giving an overview of contracted services to support Clark 
County in achieving automated parcel data migration using GIS and analysis tools. All funding 
for this project will be through the Strategic Initiative Grant.  Carrie worked with IT department 
and the Administrator worked with the Office of Finance and Corporate Counsel and have their 
support for the project.

Land Information Strategic Initiative Project; Received RFP’s for Contracted Professional
Service:  Administrator and Carrie worked with private contractors to submit proposals for this 
project; four proposals were received.  A ranking and interview process was completed to 
determine the contractor that would best meet Clark County’s needs. A motion was made by 
Tom Wilcox to accept the proposal from Cloudpoint Geographics, second by Rick Opelt.  Voice 
vote taken, all aye, motion carried.  Administrator will work with Corporate Counsel, Office of 
Finance and Executive Committee for finial contract approval.

Department Vehicle Purchase:  Administrator presented the committee with four proposals; 
Urban Sales and Service, Gross Motors Inc., Colby Chrysler Center, and Nels Gunderson 
Chevrolet.  After a discussion of the proposals Tom Wilcox made a motion to approve the 
purchase of vehicle as presented from Colby Chrysler Center with a purchase price of $26,750, 
second by Byrl Dahl. Voice vote taken, all aye, motion carried. A truck cap topper and 
emergency lights will be purchased by the department and was not included in the RFP.

Surveyor Small Equipment Purchase:  Administrator asked the committee permission to 
purchase items of small equipment that the surveyors feel would help them complete task more 
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efficient; rotary combination hammer, angle grinder, and 2,000 watt portable generator.  Staff 
will attend a spring showcase March 11th at Ferrell. The funding for these items will come from 
the surveyor small items of equipment budget line 3140. Budget line 3140 will be over budget by
approximately $1000; budget line 3560 surveying supplies will be underspent by $1000 to 
balance the budget.  A motion by Byrl Dahl, second by Mark Cattanach to approve the small 
equipment purchase, Voice vote taken, all aye, motion carried.

2016 Department Internship Position:  Administrator shared the job posting for the LTE 
position for approximately 400 hours for the summer/fall of 2016.  Administrator budgeted 
$4,000 in the 2016 budget for a LTE position to assist surveyors with section corners.  
Administrator worked with Personnel regarding the posting.  The funding was approved in the 
2016 budget, 310 account.  A motion by Tom Wilcox, second by Byrl Dahl to approve the 
Administrator moving forward and hiring a LTE position at his discretion with the following 
changes to the posting; person must have the capability to lift 75 lbs., change wage rate from 
$8.50-$10.50 to $9.00-$12.00 per hour, and add first review of application date. Voice vote 
taken, all aye, motion carried.

POWTS Ordinance – Reconnection Permit:  Administrator followed up on the POWTS 
Ordinance/Reconnection with Corporate Counsel.  Corporate Counsel reviewed the intent of the
ordinance.  Administrator checked with surrounding counties to see what their ordinance stated;
other counties had similar language.  No action on this was taken.

Non-Metallic Mining Ordinance Report:  Administrator shared a study forwarded from the 
County health department on the health risks of sand mining. An article pertaining to a private 
group of individual’s opposing frac sand mining in neighboring counties was reviewed.

Administrator shared a map of a proposed frac sand mine that is located in both Clark and 
Jackson County. Before the permit process is to far along the administrator would like to sit 
down with Land Conservation, Jackson County, townships, mine operator and the railroad to 
discuss permits and financial assurance.

Administrator met with Melvin Company and discussed their four mine sites in Clark County.

Administrator sent a fourth (4th) letter to Opelt Sand & Gravel regarding the Karanda Mine #808;
no progress has been completed to achieve compliance. A “Stop Work Order” was ordered on 
this mine site in April of 2015. If the outstanding matters are not resolved by March 31st, 2016 
papers will need to be served to Opelt Sand & Gravel requesting them to appear before the 
Clark County Planning, Zoning, and Land Information Committee. This will be the first step in 
the process to revoke the Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Permit #8087470 for failure to meet 
the permit conditions.

WIDNR is working with Mathy Construction to update the Hwy 95 Merrillan Mine reclamation 
plan that falls under WIDNR jurisdiction; the County will need to work with the permit holder to 
update the County portion of the mine under County jurisdiction.

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance Revision Update:  Administrator’s goal is to have a detailed 
review of the complete Shoreland Ordinance for committee in March.  There was a discussion 
with the committee pertaining to the Subdivision ordinance within the Shoreland area. Proposal 
will include Shoreland Ordinance requiring the same lot size as the Chapter 20 land 
development.  There are several bills being signed at state level that will require some changes 
to the draft Shoreland Ordinance.  These bills may not be signed for a few weeks; the WIDNR 
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guidance will not be available for a few weeks post bill signing. The October deadline will 
become difficult to achieve if things are not progressed in a timely matter.

2015 Department Annual Report:  Administrator presented to the committee the 2015 
Planning, Zoning & Land Information Annual Report.  Administrator briefly touched on each area
POWTS, non-metallic mining, land use permits, emergency address system, surveying and land
information.  Wade Pettit shared with the committee a map with section corners and discussed 
the need to try and get more section corners completed in 2016.  Tom Wilcox made a motion, 
second by Rick Opelt to approve 2015 Annual Report as presented. Voice vote taken, all aye, 
motion carried.  Administrator will present Annual Report to County Board at the March meeting.

Proposed Changes to Clark County Boards, Committees, and Commissions Rules:  
Administrator received a copy of commission rules at the Department Head meeting recently 
held.  Corporate Counsel asked department heads to look over with their committee and see if 
they see any changes.  Committee discussed #30 metallic mining committee.  Committee asked
Administrator to clarify with Corporate Counsel to see if this is the correct committee title.

Department Program Update:
A.  Zoning: Administrator and John Ross, Emergency Management, attended a meeting in 
the Village of Dorchester regarding the addressing system.  Administrator shared an article 
from the Tribune Phonograph regarding the meeting.  The Administrator discussed with the 
Village that Clark County will support them and provide resources to assist them to 
complete the project; but the County has no jurisdiction to require them to complete 
anything.  They had not made a decision if the project was moving forward.
B.  Surveyor: Administrator shared picture of Wade Pettit during his Columbia area 
presentation at the Surveyor Conference in Wisconsin Dells with over 300 surveyors in 
attendance.  Wade presented with Kevin Boyer.
C.  Land Information: Strategic Initiative Grant of $50,000 will be received in 2017.  The 
state Land Information Plan is proposing to fund 6” air photos & possible LIDAR.

No Public comment

Next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, March 29, 8:30 AM in Room 307.

Vouchers were reviewed.  A motion to approve vouchers as presented by Byrl Dahl, second by 
Tom Wilcox. Voice vote taken, all aye, motion carried.

Motion to adjourn by Tom Wilcox, second by Mark Cattanach, Voice vote taken, all aye, motion 
carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 PM.

Minutes recorded by Theresa Hediger
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