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Courthouse
517 Court Street, Room 304
Neillsville, WI 54456-1971
715-743-5160
Fx715-743-5154 or aaron.greisen@co.clark.wi.us

Clark County Veterans Service Office

VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

18 February, 2016

Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairperson Gary Leichtman

Present: Chairperson Gary Leichtman, Supervisor William Neville, Supervisor Art Petke
Others Present: CVSO Aaron Greisen, Benefits Specialist Marcia Ziegler, Clark County 
Corporate Counsel Jacob Brunette, and one citizen, Mr. Thomas Harnisch.
Chairperson Gary Leichtman

CVSO Greisen read the minutes from the previous meetings held on 8, January 2015.  
Motion to accept the minutes by, Supervisor William Neville; seconded by Supervisor 
Petke; motion carried.

Following vouchers presented to committee:
Committee Supervisors Travel = $61.32
Cemetery Flags and Flag Holders = $3,695.80; 6V0006
Office Supplies = $24.98; 6V0007
Spring CVSO Conference Registration = $110.00; 6V0008
Radio add on 99.9 “Hire Vets” program = $183.00; 6V0009

Motion to approve voucher payments by Supervisor William Neville; seconded by 
Supervisor Art Petke; motion carried.

Public Comment:  Mr. Thomas Harnisch, Attorney at Law, spoke representing Colby 
Memorial Cemetery in the township of Colby. Mr. Harnisch followed up on a letter that he 
previously sent to Mr. Jacob Brunette stating the position of the Colby Memorial Cemetery 
Association regarding the amount of funding they feel they are due regarding Veterans 
buried in their Cemetery. Mr. Harnisch based his position on Wisconsin State Statute 
§45.85. In review, Mr. Harnisch believes that Clark County should be reimbursing 

cemeteries based on the proportion of Veterans to non-Veterans buried in their respective
cemetery.

Motion to close public comment by Supervisor William Neville; seconded by Supervisor 
Art Petke; motion carried.
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Agenda Items:

1.  County Cemeteries

Corporate Counsel Jacob Brunette presented the draft document “Clark County Veterans 
Service Annual Cemetery Report” which outlined the terms and conditions on which Clark 
County will reimburse Cemeteries for the care of Veterans graves. He noted that there were 
three Wisconsin State Statutes that pertain to this issue. They are: State Statute §45.85, 

§157.19, and §440.91. He said that Clark County will meet their obligations once they are 
defined. He will review and finalize his “Clark County Veterans Service Annual Cemetery 
Report” and it will be presented to the board at the next Veterans Service Committee 
meeting.

2.  QPR Training

CVSO Greisen presented a flyer for QPR training that will be taking place in Appleton on 
March 3rd. QPR stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer and is a highly recommended 
form of suicide prevention training. With recent suicides in the local Veteran community 
both CVSO Greisen and Benefits Specialist Ziegler expressed the value in attending this 
training event. Motion made to attend this conference was made by Supervisor Petke; 
seconded by Supervisor Neville.  

3.  CVSO Spring Conference

CVSO Greisen presented the dates for the CVSO Spring Conference which will be held 
April 4-8 in Kenosha, WI. The office will be closed during those dates. No other action 
taken. 

4. CVSO National Conference in South Carolina

CVSO Greisen presented the dates and overview of the CVSO National Conference which 
will be held in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, on May 15-21.  Greisen stated that this 
agenda item has been budgeted and planned for. Motion made to attend this out of state 
conference with the additional costs of travel and hotel made by Supervisor Petke; seconded
by Supervisor Neville.  

5. Office Brochures

CVSO Greisen presented a draft brochure on the services provided by the Clark County 
Veterans Service Office. The brochure is to provide an overview of benefits and services 
offered to Veterans and their dependents.  Supervisor Art Petke liked the idea of making 
this information and offered the idea of also turning this into a news release. These 
brochures, once finalized will be available in different locations around Clark County. 

Set Agenda Items for April 15 2016:
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1. Cemeteries
2. Annual Report

Motion to adjourn made by Supervisor Petke; seconded by Supervisor Neville; motion 
carried.

The meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m.

These minutes are unofficial until approved at a later meeting.

_______________________________                   _________________________________
Gary Leichtman, Chairperson                                     Art Petke, Supervisor

_______________________________                    _________________________________
William Neville, Supervisor                                     Aaron Greisen, CVSO


