
Committee on Aging Minutes unapproved minutes subject
Date:  May 23, 2016                                 to approval at next Meeting 
Location: Room 305 Courthouse, Neillsville

Call to Order: The Committee on Aging meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
May 23, 2016, by Chairperson Doris Bakker.  Members present Doris Bakker, 
Gordon Haselow, Frieda Rollins, Bill Neville, and Sharon Rogers.  Also present 
Marlene Haselow and Mary Sladich.  Wayne Hendrickson joined the meeting at 
10:30 a.m.

Agenda: No additions.

Minutes: Motion by Frieda Rollins, second by Gordon Haselow to approve the April
 29, 2016, minutes. Motion carried.

Program updates:

 Postal Food Drive was held May 14th.  Neillsville Food was shared with 
approximately 3,000# of food to the downtown Food Pantry and 1,500# to the
Aging Department. Cummings Filtration made a generous donation of food 
to the Food Pantry.

 Change of Seasons: was held in Loyal and Neillsville May 23rd.  Several 
crews went out early to rake lawns and clean eaves. A complete report will be
submitted when all the activity reports are in.

 Disability Benefit Specialist update: Julie Milz started May 16th. Her 1st two 
days were in Madison for DBS training.  Sharon Taylor moved up her last 
day of work to May 20th and will take PTO time to the end of the month.

 Self-Assessment approval letter: Committee reviewed response letter from 
Jane Mullins, GWAAR Older American Act consultant.

 Senior Farmer’s Market update:  201 Vouchers valued at $25.00 set will be 
available for distribution starting June 1st.

 Memory Café: Joint project of ADRC of Buffalo, Clark, & Pepin Counties 
and United Church of Christ in Neillsville. The 1st memory Café was held 

May 19th. There were 10 participants. The program was well received. We 
would like to see a 2nd Memory Café opened in Northern Clark County. The 

Memory Café will meet the 3rd Thursday of the month in Neillsville.

 Personnel & Wage Rate Review: Mary presented form showing Julie Milz 
was hired as Disability Benefit Specialist 5/16/16 at $19.40 per hour (6 month
rate) and Kelsey Happe was hired as a LTE Center Manager for Loyal (and 
Greenwood) 5/12/16 at $9.26 per hour.

Financial Reports: The April financial reports were presented and discussed for 
funds 250-259: Aging, Nutrition, Alzheimer’s, Family Caregiver, Prevention 
Programs, Elder Benefit Specialist and Medicare Programs, Fund 260- ADRC-
Clark Satellite report, Neillsville and Owen-Withee Senior Center reports, and 
April disbursements. There was a motion by Sharon Rogers, second by Bill Neville 
to receive and file the reports. Motion carried. 



Reclassification request: Information and Assistance Specialists: The committee 
again reviewed Barb Freagon and Tara Halopka request for reclassification. As per 
the May 23rd meeting, Sharon Rogers reviewed several job descriptions in the I & J 
levels and compared them to the reclassification request submitted by the 
Information & Assistance (I&A) Workers.  The committee completed the 
Supervisory committee Review. There was a motion by Bill Neville, second by 
Frieda Rollins to recommend to the Personnel Committee to move the Information 
& Assistance position from Grade K to Grade I. Roll call vote: Bill Neville-yes, 
Frieda Rollins-yes, Gordon Haselow-yes, Sharon Rogers-yes, and Doris Bakker-yes. 
Motion carried. Sharon Rogers and Mary Sladich will present the reclassification 
request to Personnel Committee on June 28th.

ADRC Regionalization concerns, updates, & discussion:  The following 
Aging/ADRC staff joined the meeting at 10:45 a.m.:  Barb Freagon, Tara Halopka, 
Julie Milz, Lynn Crothers, and Amy Nigon.  Discussion followed about the current 
ADRC structure which is breaking up with Buffalo and Pepin counties leaving the 
partnership. It appears that they are on a fast track to form a new “Human Service 
Model ADRC” with Chippewa County as a partner.

The break-up is primarily due to a difference of opinion regarding the “regional 
design”. The current ADRC structure has been a great resource for people. The 
ADRC and Aging staff is dedicated to providing quality services. The mandate for a 
Human Service design (not a state requirement) is a different structure than how 
Clark County operates. In Clark County, there are very strong interagency 
agreements with sharing of resources and working together which were reflected by 
the number of older adults and adults with disabilities that were served. The 
tentative design also showed a “high number of administrative staff” where in Clark
County the prime focus is on “services”. 

The state ADRC map was distributed along with the letter from Carrie Molke re 
“Options for Clark County”. Mary approached another 3 county partnership whose
philosophy was similar to Clark County’s. In their partnership they have both 
independent Aging/ADRC and Human Service counties.  The Regional Director 
from this area did approach the state with a request (additional funds to add a 
county) and were denied and therefore had to turn us down.  

A group discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of joining one of the 
ADRC’s around us or to apply as an independent ADRC. Clark County has long 
had good interagency cooperation in services without the “Human Service” 
structure. Clark County is comprised of independent agencies. To be a part of the 
new design, Clark County would have to change their organizational structure. The 
group decided to take the “future of our ADRC” to the consumers. There will be a 
series of public forums in July asking for their input. Our state legislators will be 
invited to participate and to attend a future Committee on Aging meeting as well as 
Paul Hoch, Interim Director, ADRC of Buffalo, Clark, & Pepin Counties; Diana 



Adamski, DHS; and Pam Van Kampen, Older American Consultant-Greater 
Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources.  Guidelines will be established at the June 
meeting. The staff will be encouraged to participate in the planning discussion and 
in writing the grant application. A plan for the ADRC must be into the state by 
September 1, 2016.

There was a motion by Frieda Rollins, second by Bill Neville given the long history 
of interagency cooperation and focus on service Clark County wishes to apply to the
State as a standalone Aging and Disability Resource Center effective January 1, 
2017. Roll call vote: Frieda Rollins-yes, Bill Neville-yes, Gordon Haselow-yes, 
Sharon Rogers-yes, and Doris Bakker-yes. Motion carried. The Committee furthers 
stated that they do not feel the county should be forced to change their 
governmental structure to a Human Service model in order to remain in the current
ADRC.

The ADRC/Aging staff left the meeting at 11:30 a.m.

Neillsville Senior Center update: Mary reviewed the Neillsville Senior Center 
maintenance plan submitted by Russel Ratsch at a previous meeting. She also 
mentioned that Listeman Foundation awarded a grant of $5,000.00 toward the 
project. 

Nutrition Program:  The staff training (Center Coordinators & Van Drivers) was 
held May 19th at the Thorp Senior Center. Serving Safe Foods class was presented 
by Alex Slimak, GWAAR. Staff was provided with the take home test which is to be 
returned to the office when complete. Those passing will be certified for five years. 
In the afternoon, Janet Evans presented on “Memory Café” and Pam Van Kampen 
presented “Red Flags”. Both Alex and Pam presented changes in the Home 
Delivered meal Policy answered multiple questions. A major concern is to be sure 
that no meals are left when a person is gone unless they can be refrigerated (no 
coolers with ice packs allowed) and they stressed the importance of seeing the 
person each day to check on their well-being.  

Next meeting: Topics to be included on the agenda is to include are: ADRC 
discussion – invite consumer members on ADRC Governing Board, Paul Hoch, 
Interim Director ADRC of BCP, Pam Van Kampen, GWAAR, Diana Adamski, 
DHS, and ADRC/Aging staff.

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, June 23rd at 9:30 a.m. It will be held 
in the County board Room, Neillsville.  

There was a motion by Frieda Rollins, second by Gordon Haselow to adjourn. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. Motion carried.

Minutes recorded: ______________________ Sharon Rogers, Secretary
Minutes approved:    ______________________ Doris Bakker, Chairperson

.


